
146 . .Anne Moriow Lindberfl-,

at lrUiltc { , !i."Ldn(i tlerruq;;,,* a r-e lllrn emflunr_is x;{1l11i3lv irai_

arrced I ctrnju.st find time to wor*k i6r1pthing elss 15 rh16\a,n in.
But ad6 just ond thing*(l6riurmas-the extf2 wslk due to problsrng

of lleing in executr)r of ECM-or d1g extra mail g havin$ to say A16 16 x
number gf demands-the appls s211 ig upset.

Scott's Cglrs

[Vbruary gth, t9S6
Dearest lxnd,

We halrs just piCked up lour letter,, early, frtlm the plrsr office. {6sy
father an<J I have bpth read i1 There 1s not timg for me 1p write yqu the
kind of lefts1 I worrld like-I wiil do 1[rat from Canada, I fiope-tregxuss
I have only 3/4 horrr trefore \.ve starr 1p leave, bbt I want tro drop a lefter
itr the mailbox as tye go s0 you can have our fi151 reacdpns and n61 bg
wondering, "What the hell are they grring to say to that letter?!"

'fhere 6ps many, many thirrgs to say. That w.qs a thoughtful and 56n-
o$t lefter'{nd it brirlgs up mueh s6 i1;nk about, and it shol/s that}ouhave
treen thintdng--sfilrning things oveq questioning, weighing, and rrying
to clo it ai sincerely and honssdy as possible. I can,t xn51v€r all ofdlsss
thoughts here. It yyill take we some lginking. Bur certain things can gs,

and should be, said right offdls 6a1.

lbu arq zof "disappointinq" us ancl you are nq "letting us down.'i 6161
do we f'eel you have or afe wasfing our money. I Am sure ftom your lsftsp
fhnt you [2ys '.lg61ned" -*rry rhings-*perhaps not just the thingi you
expected, but you frave learr1.s6 certairt things agoul life today, anrl ye11
havc lear\sd thingO about y(:urself xpd other people yfiich are invalu-
;rble lessol5 and wlrich can ln"1p you *ll your lifs. I think tou can |s21n
qtill more by analyZ.ing the siguxti6n 21rd yoursel6in relation to it bsfoys
you leave ;1.

Wb are not disappointed f".ror. 6e do not feel that pollege marksn
rre a critqli6n sf6[raracter or intelligdnc€ or susgss5 in hfe. (I will have
k) come track to gis point, lr.."rrr. g&tting through college with pass-
ing marks may help one, of c6u1se, miy be valuxbls In ghe world',s sys5.
But it is not an invdluable riterion.)yfe are both trighly cloubtful qf the
nrass-proctugllsn sducation qf today, applied rlritl, n[r.rrr, ro the aq125s-'

nrg of fact5; knowledge, not $/isdom. 1y'e are both of u5 ygfy sympathetic
B) your rqaction 16 the pres5ure routifle of this year. I wrote much d1s

'l.,urd wts a fi.cshman 21 Stanfbrd Uriiu"rr;1, 
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ynr litC cliht.r3 n rt It::I:: n; fsh:;i;":;i (:rd:llllg: lll: kI
sxsisl then), arrd as you know, your father just left college. I felt there

was no time for thought, ftlr life, for any kind of creative work, and I got

so I douldn't sleep, find time to be out nf doors, etc. I was pressed by

my father and mother who felt this was a "wonderful opportunity" and

that 'iI would 4lqr2ys re$ret leaving," and by the inner compulsion and

humiliation thrrt my si56r had done well and loved it and been the per*

fecr college girl ahead 6{'me (more popular with boys too!). I was pretty

much pressurerl into stal'lng in college.

It is hard to say now grhether it was a mistake or not. What I /o know

is that I shoul<l not have gone to the same college as my sister. I should

nothtve f'elt I had 16 66srpete with her or live up to her, or to my mother

xnd fpther in c6llsgg. ft took-me many, many years to realize I had my

own gifts and thsy wsls utterly different from either of my sisters. (And

Qsp was stt??l:t?ts ru.ru laule, and Dwight was a scholar, Phi Beta Kappa. I
was the pooreqt sffdent of the family.) I am telling you all this because

I think some of y6B1 fegling of "letting us down," "failure," depression,

etc. (which worries 111s fxucb more than your marks or your wanting to

leave), is hound up with your very natural and similar feeling that you

muel live up toJonl

Jorr has his crwn gifts. You have yours-and you have great gifts. They

musr be used q1d you rrust, and will, find the environment that giveS

thsrn scope. Jqn wasn't so perfecdy suited to Stanford but, as he once

said to me, he was mord of a conformist; you are more apt to question

snd $bel. Rebs111on carr be a sign of great strength. I am proud of you

f61 speing the shortconiings of your situation and facing the fact that

you're not getling anyt|ing out of it-and that most people's shocked

answprs about the valud of college education are merely conventional

n1d ftave no ths11gfis fgtrind them. Rebellion is often healthy and I feel it
rnayhe is in yo11 case. But it must be used wisely, like any kind of explo-

sive rnaterial. It can lsxph you much. fuk yourself, with that incentive

of 1s[relliousnqss as a sprrr, what it is you are rebelling ngainstT And what

toward? Don't [s1 rebelliousness simply blow you out of a bad situation

inlq I worse otre.'Ily to make the transitio[r smooth. It is a waste to use

all that gunpohder to blow yourself out of college and leave a hole and

brokdn bric-a-b12s in the process.

lf it is the best thiig for you to leavc-ancl it may well be-try if
you dan, to tie $i1g5 up so that your next step won't be too difficult or

wastciful, A B and even a C can count for a lot; a finisl'red c()ur$e, even



I,::'r,r T,0",, 
,".. i::rJ;*ff T:. il-,-,, i."!, y*u $ r'

trl ]-..- .,rhnitely easrcr rr you want to rransfer 1o A&M tr1 2n61hs1 col_
Iege' MayDe you don'1 want to transfeL eri Jir you musr drssuss wirh
Your fathef: th1 d^raft, etc. I hope you will wait fo aff. it .r".;;rf, f,r*
t)efore taktng dehnil6 action, I think he feels .oympatheqs2lly toWarcl
Iour attimde aad ca4 help yorl roward the next step.

" 
,t r.?, 63n, don't go on at 6his pace--lgt up a little-evtn the marks.ret a hmit lor |oursslf. Work just so hard, 6nd then ger (rut and awal&om it. Adcept the fact rhat you,re nc)t an 4_51udenl o. , g_r*j*n,.

It doesn't dlean you have a l6wer intell;g"r..*yor,r. ,rot ir. riralrr_row g:roove, that's all, Use your intelligeiqg to livp balanc-,ifr. i*if iJamore to this-
Mother.
P.S..One 

3o.1.&ing, you,afe not lazy. \tru ha{e shown rhat you rlan
work hard, and long at difficult jobs----new and green nrrd n11_so_11".n,
as you 6d this suhnmer 6n the ranc[, y[s1 you felt ,f* *oJrm
worthwhile and yos likeel it. lbu have,1rr1 g"lrirrd y"" il ;;; ;r;
be proud of it. It ig a good 1:ecord. Atd we wgfe proud of vo.r. But,
as you yourself know, the ability to take hard physical ;.'ri};.;
enough 16r make o{e a successful ranchsL It is fiot enough to escape
into hard physical uctivity aty by dry. Orr. 611sr have ,o*" f.r"i.f
broader yision of dre whole project arra tt . *orla ir.o wni.frli n",
khat.you are working toward. This iq what yoU ,re"d ,orn. I_il .itrroader education and./or 6.pining for. \4,rs_2dd yor_n r,rr, 69or*
9ut how best to get this for you.

I could write voti onnrl,o* lono lcrt^- ^-. -r-- ..,,---^r:. * - ,,


