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anced I can Just find time to work if nothing else is thrown in.
But add ]USt one thmg”“(ghrlstmasmthe extra work due to prO‘)lems

of being an executor of ECM__gr the extra mai] & having to say Np to a
number 6f demands—the apple cart is upset.

Scott’s Cope
February gth, 1956
Dearest Land,

We haye just picked up Your letter, €arly, from the post office. Your
father anq T have both read it, There is not time for me to write yoy the
kind of letter I would like—1I will do that from Canada, T hope—because
I have only 3/4 hour before we start to leave, byt [ want to drop a Jetter
in the majlbox as we g0 50 you can have our firgt reactions and not be
wondering, “What the hell are they going to say to that Jetter?!”

There are many, many things to say. That was a thoughtful and hon-
est letter and it brings up mugh to think about, and it shows that you have
been thinkingmchﬂrning things over, questioning, weighing, and trying
to do it ag sincerely and honestly as possib]e. I can’t answer all of these
thoughts here. It will take 7, some thinking. Byt certain things can be,
and should be, said right off the bat.

You are yot “disappointing” yg and you are 70 “letting us down.” Nor
do we fee] you have or are wagting our money. I'am sure from your letter
that you have “learned” maty things-—pPer haps not just the things you
expected, but you have learned certain things about life today, and you
have learned things about yourself and other People which are inyalu-
able lessons and which can help you all your life, T think you can [earn
still more by analyzing the situation and yourself in relation to it before
you leave jt.

We are not disappointed hecause we do not feel that college marks*
are a criterion of character oy intelligence or success in life. (I will have
to come back to this point, hecause getting through college with pass-
ing marks may help one, of ¢course, may be valuable in the world’s eyes.
But it is not an invaluable crippion. ) We are both highly doubtful of the
mass-production education of today, al)phcd with pressuré to the arags-
ing of facts: knowledge, not wisdom. We are both of us very sympathetic
t0 your réaction to the pressyre routine of this year. I wrote much the

"Land was a freshman at Stanford UFliVCl'SitY at that time.
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easier then), aud as you  know, your father just left college. I felt there
was no time for thought, for life, for any kind of creative work, and I got
so I couldn’t sleep, find time to be out of doors, etc. T was pressed by
my father and mother who felt this was a “wonderful opportunity” and
that “I would always regret leaving,” and by the inner compulsion and
humiliation thae my sister had done well and loved it and been the per-
fect college gir] ahead of me (more popular with boys too!). I was pretty
much pressured into staving in college.

It is hard to say now ;yhether it was a mistake or not. What I do know
is that I should 70z have gone to the same college as my sister. I should
not have felt T had to compete with her or live up to her, or to my mother
and father in college. It took me many, many years to realize I had my
own glfts and they were utterly different from either of my sisters. (And
Con was summig cym laude, and Dwight was a scholar, Phi Beta Kappa. I
was the poorest student of the family.) I am telling you all this because
I think some of your feeling of “letting us down,” “failure,” depression,
etc. (which worries me much more than your marks or your wanting to
leave), is bound up with your very natural and similar feeling that you
must live up ta Jon!

Jon has his Gwn gifts. You have yours—and you have great gifts. They
must be used and you must, and will, find the environment that gives
them scope. Jon wasn’t so perfectly suited to Stanford but, as he once
said to me, he was more of a conformist; you are more apt to question
and rebel. Rebellion can be a sign of great strength. I am proud of you
for seeing the shortcontings of your situation and facing the fact that
you’re not getiing anything out of it—and that most people’s shocked
answers about the value of college education are merely conventional
and have no dlought behind them. Rebellion is often healthy and I feel it
maybe is in your case. But it must be used wisely, like any kind of explo-
sive material. It can teach you much. Ask yourself, with that incentive
of rebelliousnegs as a spur, what it is you are rebelling against? And what
toward? Don’t let rebelljousness simply blow you out of a bad situation
into 2 worse one, Try to make the transition smooth. It is a waste to use
all that gunpowder to blow yourself out of college and leave a hole and
broken bric-a-brac in the process.

If it is the hest thmg for you to leave—and it may well be if
you can, to tie things up so that your next step won't be too dlfﬁuﬂt or
wasteful. A B and even 2 C can count for a lot; a finished course, even
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t3IGE  hmitely easer i1 you want to transfer t0 A&M or another col-

lege. Maybe you don’t want to transfer. All this you must discuss with
your father: the draft, etc. I Hope you will wait o talk it over with him
before taking definite action, I think he feels sympathetically toward
Your attitude and car, help you toward the next step.

If you can, don’t go on at this pace—_Je¢ up a little—even the marks.
Set a limit for yourself. Work just so hard, and then get oyt and away
from it. Accept the fact that you're not an A-sudent or 5 B-grydent.
It doesn’t mean you have a lower iﬂte“igence—you’r € NOt in that par-
Tow groove, that’s all, Use your intelligence to live balancedly, I will add
More to this—

Mother.

P.S. One more thing: you,are not lazy, You have shown that you ¢an

work hard and long at difficult jobs—new and green and g]-to-Jearn,

as you did this summer on the ranch, when you felt the work was
worthwhile and yoy liked it. You have that behind you and you can
be proud of it. It is 5 good record. And we were proud of you. But,
as you yourself knpw, the ability to take hard physical work s not
enough to make orie a successful rancher. Tt i hot enough to escape
into hard physical activity day by day. One must have some kind of
broader vision of the whole project and the world into which it fits,

Wwhat you are working toward. This is what yott need some kind of

broader education and/or training for. We—and you—inyst figure

Gut how best to get this for you. ‘

I could write vou ammebhoar oo lofe 1 6o 4o o




